
Partnership for America’s Children 
 2014 Survey of Policy Areas of Emphasis 

 
A representative group of Partnership members responded to both close-ended and open-ended questions 
regarding their activity in different state public policy areas for 2014 (conducted at the end of 2013). For those 
they ranked as a highest priority area, they often offered more specific policy actions within those areas they 
were trying to address. The more detailed responses show that different members may be working on very 
different specific policy issues in their states within a particular broader policy area. 
 
The following table shows the overall member responses to addressing different policy issues, listing them in 
order of the degree to which members report high levels of activity. Following this are the specific responses 
by members regarding their activities within the areas they ranked as high priority areas, along with a “word 
map” showing common words. The information shows the broad range and purview of activity at the state 
level of Partnership members. 
 
The Partnership will be conducting a similar survey of members in the fall of 2014 regarding expected 2015 
policy activities. 
 
     
  Highest Some  Little or 
  Priority Activity No Activity 
 

Early Childhood Education/Child Care 25 11 0 
Child Health 23 12 2 
Child Welfare/Protective Services 22   9  5 
Preschool 20 14   1 
State Budgeting/Revenue Adequacy 17 15   3 
Juvenile Justice 12 15 9 
Child Mental Health 11 18 7 
Electoral Education/Advocacy 11 11 11 
Education Reform 11 9 16 
Diversity/Equity 10 17 8 
Child Nutrition 10 17 6 
Third Grade Literacy 10 15 6 
Home Visiting 10 20 6 
Family Economic Security/EITC  7 17 11 
Family Economic Security/Workforce 3 17 15 
Family Economic Security/TANF 3 12 20 
Immigration 1 10 23 
 
 
See following pages for specific comments on activities in high-priority areas.  
 

 
  



Child Health Comments 
23 Highest Priority; 12 Some Activity; 2 Little or No Priority 
 

• ACA implementation and expansion advocacy  
• Enrollment, eligibility levels, system simplification  
• Ensuring that health reform results in healthier children; improving access to dental care; use of 

telehealth to expand access to health care  
• Effective implementation of ACA at state level  
• Coverage 
• Comprehensive health and dental insurance coverage, developmental screenings and assessments   
• Healthy weight issues  
• Medicaid, access, developmental screening  
• Oral health 
• Implementation of ACA, health homes  
• Increase access to health care (insurance enrollment and providers) 
• Every child covered by health insurance 
• Continuing to expand content of care to promote healthy child development 
• Expand oral health workforce  
• Implementation of ACA  
• Dental care 
• Medicaid expansion, summer feeding 

 
  



Child Mental Health Comments  
11 Highest Priority; 18 Some Activity; 7 Limited or No Activity 

• Infant mental health and access to mental health services for all children  
• Parent-child mental health, workforce, connection to home visiting 
• Continuing efforts for implementation of a system of care  
• ACE study is taught and trained to parents and professionals 
• Promoting early identification and response to autism and expanded activities to promote early 

childhood mental health, using ACEs to promote prevention services 
• School mental health, system-wide improvements  
• State hospital reform, school supports, systems of care  

 
 

 
 
 
  



Child Nutrition Comments  
10 Highest Priority; 17 Some Activity; 6 Little or No Activity 
 

• End child hunger  
• Improving the take-up rate of federal feeding programs  
• Healthy food access  
• improve child nutrition especially through expanding use of school breakfast and school feeding 

programs  
• Physical fitness and nutrition policies (beginning in early childhood), food security  
• Expanding school breakfast programs through “grab and go” and “breakfast in the classroom” 
• End child hunger 
• Improve school breakfast rate  
• Physical activity and nutrition in schools 

 

 
 
  



Early Childhood Education/Child Care Comments  
25 Highest Priority; 11 Some Activity; 0 Little or No 
 

• QRIS implementation and subsidy increase  
• Funding structure  
• Codifying a new state Office of Early Childhood; ensuring adequate funding for child care; quality 

improvement systems; workforce  
• Budget for quality schools 
• Restoration of recent budget cuts; reform of quality indicators; expansion of eligibility  
• Increased access to high-quality programs for at-risk kids 
• Restore Head Start sequester cuts; have all child care subsidy programs engage with QRIS; full day 

kindergarten for all students and developing a kindergarten entry assessment 
• Increased funding for child care subsidies  
• Increased funding for early education 
• Child care subsidy 
• Expanding capacity and quality 
• Access and quality beginning at birth to age 5  
• Increasing subsidies and market rates; public-private partnerships; quality improvements  
• Unlicensed child care  
• Increased requirements for training/education for child care providers; increasing subsidy rates tied to 

increase in quality indicators; training as a funding priority at community and state level  
• Sustainability of infrastructure enhancements recently instituted including increasing provider 

reimbursement rates; tiered reimbursement rates linked to quality; increasing number of at-risk (low-
income, English-language learners, and disabled) children enrolled in high quality programs; 
professionalism of workforce 

• Increasing the eligibility level for child care subsidies as part of a “Five Year Plan” for ECE expansion 
Improve quality and cost of child care, expand Early Head Start  

• Safety standards; class sizes and ratios 
 

 



Preschool Comments  
20 Highest Priority; 14 Some Activity; 1 Little or No Activity 
 

• Restoration of recent budget cuts; reform of quality indicators; expansion of eligibility  
• Universal pre-K  
• Increase access to pre-K as mixed delivery model within school funding formula; increasing state funds 

for Head Start to help restore classrooms cut from sequester 
• Universal pre-K 
• Legislation for universal pre-K  
• Access and quality for 3- and 4-year-olds 
• Public funding for pre-K 
• Revising statute to increase attention to serving low-income children and making statewide program 

universal 
• Expand preschool 
• Pre-K expansion 
• Increased funding for 4K 

 

 
 
  



Third Grade Literacy Comments  
10 Highest Priority; 15 Some Activity; 10 Little or No Activity 
 

• Grade level reading coalition  
• Leading state’s grade level reading effort focusing on birth-third grade policy agenda; reducing chronic 

absence; summer learning opportunities; school readiness; promoting early literacy from early 
childhood through third grade  

• Staff local Strive Partnership coalition improving third grade literacy via school readiness, attendance, 
and extended learning opportunities; helped city win a TA grant on birth-to-eight systems building for 
third grade literacy from the National League of Cities and are leading that coalition  

• School readiness; reducing summer learning loss; reducing chronic absenteeism; increasing funding for 
in-classroom professional development for early-elementary teachers; adopting policies to promote 
greater attention to addressing chronic elementary absenteeism) 
 
 

   
  



K-12 Education Reform Comments  
11 Highest Priority; 9 Some Activity; 16 Little or No Activity 
 

• Fighting high stakes accountability system; reform of alternative programming; charter schools; 
objective analysis of K-12 funding 

• Common core; teacher evaluation; LIFO (last in first out)  
• Developing teacher evaluation system; implementing more rigorous high school graduation standards  
• Remove zero tolerance from school discipline codes; alternative education; full funding of K-12 
• Improve school suspension and expulsion policies and practices 

 
 

 
 
  



Child Welfare/Protective Services Comments  
22 Highest Priority; 9 Some Activity; 5 Little or No Activity  
 

• Use of technology to improve outcomes for youth in foster care and other institutionalized settings  
• State crises about child deaths due to abuse and neglect; racial disproportionality; kinship care; case 

advocacy 
• Bill package to change definition of child abuse, eliminate student abuse definition, perpetrator, 

mandated reporters, multidisciplinary investigative teams, children’s advocacy centers, employment 
bans 

• Helped launch and serve on child welfare advisory committee with Department of Children, Youth, and 
Families; tracking night to night placements; ensuring trauma informed care; special work on infants in 
DCYF care 

• Ensuring Department of Children’s Services compliance with an agreement regarding children in foster 
care and/or in DCS custody; monitoring DCS implementation of the racial disparity report 

• Health and health care of children in child welfare system; expand Medicaid to age 26; preventive 
services; kin programs 

• Establishing an office of child advocate 
• Implementation of alternative response 
• Systems reform; quality improvements 
• Child protection (foster care system); parenting education; child safety 
• Providers held responsible for positive outcomes 
• Increase in funding for prevention, specifically for child maltreatment; early childhood court  
• Protecting youth “aging out” of foster care/juvenile justice with greater rights and opportunities 

Implementing child welfare consent decree  
• Needs of infants and toddlers in child welfare system; educational stability; allowing children to 

participate in court 
• Prevention; caseworker ratios; behavioral assessments; home study standards; housing for youth aging 

out  
• Child welfare and early childhood agency reorganization 

 

 



Juvenile Justice Comments  
12 Highest Priority; 15 Some Activity; 9 Little or No Activity 
 

 
 
Home Visiting/Family Support Comments 
10 Highest Priority; 20 Some Activity; 6 Little or No Activity 
 

• Working to build lasting home-visiting system 
• Getting NFP and other programs to scale through Medicaid reimbursement, social impact bonds, and 

any other funding streams available  
• Expansion, financing, sustainability  
• Coordination of funding that is in jeopardy 

 

 
  

 
  



Family Economic Security Comments  
7 Highest Priority; 17 Some Activity; 11 Little or No Activity 
 

• Restoring reduced funding for state EITC and ensuring EITC is accessible; creating a stronger network of 
FES and asset-building advocates 

• Enactment of state EITC, benefit access systems, combating predatory lending practices 
• Protecting EITC, paid sick time 
• Increasing/deepening tax credits 
• Improving workforce programs for parents 
• Continuously monitor welfare caseload and advocate for increase in monthly benefit 

 
 

 
 
 
  



State Budgeting/Revenue Adequacy Comments  
17 Highest Priority; 15 Some Activity; 3 Little or No Activity  
 

• Fight against tax cuts as the only economic development strategy 
• Restoration of cuts to kid and family programming 
• Analysis of Governor’s budget and testifying at budget hearings at the General Assembly throughout 

the session; advocate for resources and best practice programs 
• Child care subsidy, TANF, programs impacting children, public school financing  
• Stopping tax cuts 
• Opposing additional tax cuts for economic development without closing tax loopholes and eliminating 

ineffective tax incentives 
• Tax exemption reviews, SSB tax, tax on non-essential services 

 
 

 
  



Diversity/Equity Comments  
10 Highest Priority; 17 Some activity; 8 Little or No Activity 
 

• Initial focus on awareness building and pivoting to gain agreement on solutions 
• Decreasing disproportionate representation of children of color in the juvenile justice, child welfare 

systems and in poorer outcomes (specifically school suspensions) in education 
• High school reform that engages low-income and New American families and supports leadership 

development of parents 
• Promoting new approaches in early childhood that draw upon the strengths of different ethnic and 

cultural communities and promote dual-language learning 
 
 

 
  



Electoral Education/Advocacy Comments 
11 Highest Priority; 11 Some Activity; 11 Little or No Activity 
 

• Engagement of likely partners and unlikely allies on an issue-by-issue basis 
• Training of teachers, parents, providers, and community members  
• Building upon 2012 advocacy work at the congressional and state levels  

 
 

 
  



Other comments  
(11 Highest Priority, 1 Some Activity; 1 Little or No Activity) 
 

• Dropout prevention/recovery, adult education, transition issues for young people 18-24, college access  
• Maternal health  
• After-school, youth development 
• Deploying technology in service of child health, education, and family economics, as well as to improve 

outcomes for youth in foster care; finding new ways to improve effectiveness of services by careful use 
of 21st century tools 

• Case advocacy 
• K-12 education finance 
• Healthy child development – related to child health but it is a more specialized area  
• Building statewide capacity 
• Several cross-cutting initiatives – developing a Youth Master Plan, organizing a community-wide 

legislative advocacy agenda prenatally-to-young adulthood chaired by state assembly majority leader, 
social impact bond financing for pre-k and NFP 

• Child trafficking, access to higher education 
• Dental health access and workforce 
• Maternal health 
• Child safety – texting and driving, graduated driver’s licenses, child passenger safety 

 
 

 


